Hands4Hope Constitution

Preamble

The aim and purpose of this club is to grow the next generation of socially responsible citizens by engaging youth in community outreach.  It will create opportunities for youth to identify areas of need in their community where they can make a difference and have a positive impact.  We will strive to create awareness of others’ circumstances, inspire compassion and action, and offer opportunities for leadership development.
Article 1-Name/ Service Act

Hands4Hope Club will create a positive environment where students will learn leadership skills and help to create opportunities to make a difference not only at Oak Ridge but also the community.  During the school year we plan on running a Food Bank Blitz.  This will be the 3rd year we put on this fundraiser.  We collect money and gift cards for groceries as well as non perishable food and donate it to those in need.  This year part of the donations will go directly to the students in need at Oak Ridge.  This activity will be planned, put on, and supported by Oak Ridge’s Hands4Hope Club.
Article 2-Membership

The membership fee is 15 dollars without a t-shirt and 25 dollars with a H4H club t-shirt.  This fee is nonrefundable and will be used towards project supplies throughout the year.  Members can be suspended under the discretion of the club adviser if they do not meet the hour requirements put forth each semester, if they miss more than two meetings per semester, or if they act in a way that is not exemplary of the club’s mission.  The member can be removed from the club for the remainder of the year if they are absent for three or more club meetings within a semester.  Also, in order to be eligible for membership, each member must sign up to become a member of Hand4Hope Youth Organization, volunteer for at least 10 hours of service of just Hands4Hope activities (these 10 hours may not carry over to any other organization or program but club meetings do count as hours), be willing to take an active role in making this community a better place, and fill out the Hands4Hope Club application.
Article 3-Officers

President-Kirsti Buckendorf

Vice President-Samita Dutta
Secretary-Amelia Crye, Mackenzie Ramirez
Treasurer-Emily Abraham
Officer’s term of office is one year
Article 4-Election of Officers, Term of Office, and Qualifications

All candidates interested in positions as an officer will make a quick speech in front of the officers from the previous year saying why they feel they qualify for the position.  The current year’s officers and Club Advisors will then elect the new officers.  The elections will be held during the last three weeks of the previous school year.  The officers will serve one year in office but can be re-elected the next year.  Officers must have a 3.0 GPA or higher and already be an active member in Hands4Hope.  Officers are also required to attend every meeting but are allowed absences for reasons deemed valid by the Club President or one of the Club Advisors.  Officers can also be suspended if the club views them as unable to uphold the position, in which case a new officer will be elected in his or her place.  The President must be a Junior or Senior when he or she serves in office and the Vice President must be a Sophomore or Junior so he or she can take the place of the President when he or she graduates or steps down.  The Secretary and Treasurer can be in any grade.  For this year only, being the first year, the position of Vice President and President will already be in place and no election will be held for these positions.
Article 5-Meetings

The regular times for club meetings will be at lunch the first and third Tuesday of every month in room I-4.  Officers may be required to attend meetings intended for officers only.  These special meetings will be specified by the club president.  The Club Advisors, Mrs. Weiss and Mrs. Bartlett, and the Club President, Kirsti Buckendorf, all agree to the Club Quarterly Meeting that will take place throughout the year in the Leadership Room at lunch to keep clubs on track.  Committees that are formed throughout the club meetings might also be required to meet at a different time to work specifically on that project.
Article 6-Amendments

In order to amend the constitution, 75% of the members present or 3/4 of the people must vote for the rule to be re-written.  After an amendment has taken place, a new copy of the constitution must be submitted to Student Relations in the Leadership Room.

Article 7-Schedule

This constitution will come into effect the day that it is approved by the ASB Leadership Class. 
